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Wisconsin  
Hereford Association

The Wisconsin Review

2025 Executive Committee...
President: Steve Merry  |  Hartford, WI 
(414) 881-5274  |  steven.merry@aah.org  

Vice-President: Kelly Oleson  |  Arkdale, WI  
(608) 547-8101  |  oleson.kelly@gmail.com  

Secretary: Lisa Davis  |  Plain, WI 
(608) 697-9633  |  secretarywihereford@gmail.com  
 

Northeast Region 
Rob Ash  |  Newton, WI  |  (920) 493-8173 
Robert.ash@wisconsinpublicservice.com  
Janet Wiechert  |  Iola, WI  |  (262) 955-3662 
Janet_Wiechert@hotmail.com  
Northwest Region 
Liz Johnson  |  Elroy, WI  
(608) 343-9052  |  liz.bowen1832@gmail.com 
Rick Starck  |  Cadott, WI  
(715) 313-3234  |  starckfarm@gmail.com 
Bruce Thorson  |  Rudolph, WI  
(715) 570-2037  |  bcthors@wctc.net  
Dave Steinhoff  |  New Lisbon, WI  
(608) 344-0140  |  steiny_48@mwt.net  
Southeast Region 
Kim Johnson  |  Hartford, WI 
(262) 573-4019  |  kkjohnson19@hotmail.com  
Southwest Region 
Caleb Ahrens  |  Monroe, WI 
(608) 346-9261  |  calebahrens@ymail.com 
Katrina Edge  |  Fennimore, WI 
(608) 852-3108  |  schwerk@yahoo.com 
Dr. BJ Jones   |  Darlington, WI 
(608) 482-2961  |  BJ@wildcatcattle.com  

2025 Board of Directors…

Editor…
Jane Adolph  |  815-297-5456 
E-mail: jeadolph@gmail.com

The official publication of the Wisconsin Hereford 
Association welcomes member and non-member 
advertising. 

Greetings Hereford enthusiasts! 
   What a great time to have beef for sale! What a great time to be 
a Hereford breeder! What a great time to be in Wisconsin! Cattle 
are selling near all-time highs; the WHA sale average was an all-
time high and $1100 higher than a year ago! Spring in Wisconsin 
is beautiful, especially with those white-faced calves running 
around the pastures! 
   The Hereford breed continues to improve and gain recognition 
for doing so. We now can select genetics that dramatically 
improve carcass traits. There also has been remarkable 
improvement in maternal traits. It has been very satisfying for me 
to see the improvement over the 40+ years I have been a Hereford 
breeder. Wisconsin breeders should be complimented for the 
improved quality of our cattle. This is reflected in the WHA sale average. Wisconsin 
breeders have topped the last three Iowa Beef Expo Hereford Sales. 
   Your Board is striving to increase member involvement in the WHA. The 
introduction of the picture contest for the cover of the Review is one example. We 
have also sent a survey to members and consigners to the WHA sale for your 
suggestions. If you attended the sale in person or visited on line, and you would like to 
participate in the survey, please visit the Sale page of the WHA website for the survey 
form. We need volunteers at upcoming events including Farm Technology Days in 
Bear Creek August 5-7, 2025. The Central WI Hereford Tour on August 23, 2025 is a 
great way to meet new breeders and connect with old friends. We are always open to 
your concerns and suggestions. Contact any board member or myself any time! 
   The World Hereford Conference will be in Kansa City this year in October. Having 
attended the last Conference in New Zealand I can attest it is highly worthwhile. It 
likely will not be back in the US for several decades. 
   Good luck to the 2025 winners of the Donation female, Tucker  Buchholz and Avery 
Colling, as well as the Heifer Grants, Chloe Wynn and Vincent Wettenkamp! They 
should be great additions to your herds. 
   The JNHE will be in Wisconsin in 2026. This makes an ad in the WI directory even 
more valuable as copies of the directory will be placed in the welcome bag with over 
1,000 attendees expected! Get your ad ready as the deadline for the 2025-2027 
directory is coming up soon! Contact Lisa at secretarywihereford@gmail.com  You 
can keep up date with all of the WHA activities by reading the WI Review and visiting 
the WHA web site and Facebook pages. 
 

By: Steve Merry 
WHA President

President Letter

Calendar of Events…
June 
6-8       WJHA/WLBA Preview Show and WJHA Open Jackpot Show 
            Jefferson, WI 
 
July 
12-18   Junior National Hereford Expo, Louisville, KY 
 
August 
5-7       Wisconsin Farm Technology Days, Bear Creek, WI 
23        WHA Central Wisconsin Hereford Tour



Wildcat Votive 407 ET 
Spring Calf Champion, 2024 American Royal 
Sold as Lot 1 in 2024 –  Clear Creek Cattle, IA

Wildcat LMAY Mardis Gras 34 ET 
3rd Overall B&O, 2024 Junior National 

Sold as Lot 1 in 2023 – May Cattle Co., WI

Wildcat Pristine 2605 ET 
Res. Spring Calf Champ, 2023 Cattleman’s Congress 

Sold as Lot 1 in 2022 - Maddie Smith, TX

Wildcat Overtone 4061 ET 
5th Overall, 2025 Spring American Royal 

Sold as Lot 12 in 2024 - Elayna Aue, WI

Wildcat Violin 4939 ET 
5th Overall, 2025 Meltdown 

Sold as Lot 2 in 2024 – Jones Family, WI

Wildcat Ophelia 2005 ET 
Res. Jr. Calf Champ, 2024 American Royal Jr. Show 

Sold as Lot 11 in 2024 – Karley Shivers, IA

Jones Family • Darlington, WI  •  BJ: 608-482-2961  •  bj@wildcatcattle.com  •  www.wildcatcattle.com

Find your dream at the  
Badger Southern Select Sale October 5, 2025 

Request your sale catalog today! 
Website: badgersouthernselect.com
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    It is my honor to introduce the Wisconsin Hereford Association’s 
2025 Hall of Fame Inductee, long time American Hereford 
Association field representative, Mr. John Meents. This is a unique 
day for the Wisconsin Hereford Association Hall of Fame—John 
from Genera, Ohio is a fan of the Purdue Boilermakers, Chicago 
Cubs and the Chicago Bears—but we still love him and are proud to 
include him in the Wisconsin Hereford Association Hall of Fame.   
    I have known John throughout his 21 year AHA career as a 
Hereford field man and I also had the opportunity to work with John 
when I was on the American Hereford Association Board of 
Directors from 2007-2011.   
“Make your cattle better today because you have to market them 
tomorrow.” 
    This was the tag line John on each article he wrote for the 
Wisconsin Review. John had an illustrious career as a premier 
livestock marketer.    
A little bit about John’s history:  
•   John was very active in 4-H and FFA, growing up on a farm in  
    Jasper County, Indiana and excelling in his main livestock  
    project-which was hogs. By the time John was 10 he had his  
    own  10 sow Chester White herd 
•   His first exposure to the Hereford breed came in 1970 when he  
    purchased and showed a Hereford steer to Reserve Grand  
    Champion at the Jasper County Fair, only to be beat out by a  
    steer that went on to win grand champion at the Indiana State  
    Fair. Of note at this show, Dr. Roger Hunsley, renowned  
    Professor at Purdue University, was the judge at this show. 
•    John went on to college at Purdue University and was a  
    member of the AGR fraternity.  
•   In college, John was a rock star on a highly competitive  
    livestock and meats team. Some notable fellow teammates  
    were Bruce Everhart, past AHA president, Tom Farr and Dave  
    Flint.  
•   After graduation in 1977, John took a job as field man for the  
    American Yorkshire Club and moved to Ames, IA. Later he  
    took on a job with the Drover’s Journal to create a hog  
    magazine for Drover’s Vance Publications. In time, he  
    transitioned from hogs to cattle at Drovers. While at Drover’s,  
    John had the opportunity to work with Jay George and Allen  
    Sears, fellas that are well respected in the livestock marketing  
    profession.  
•   In his travels as field man for the Yorkshire breed he went to a  
    National Barrow Show in Iowa, John noticed the good looking  
    editor of “The Hampshire Herdsman” After a courtship, John  
    and Peg got married in December 1980. That would make 45  
    years this year! Peg and John moved to Genera Ohio and have  
    been blessed with 3 children and 6 grandchildren.  
•   John settled down and raised a family and kept offering  
    ringman service to many livestock sales in that area. 
•   In 1988, John got a call from Craig Huffheins from the AHA to  
    see if he could work the famous Dunwalke dispersion out east.  
    After this Craig kept on pestering John to come on board at AHA. 

Finally, in 2000, John took the position of the AHA’s Region 5  
Upper Midwest Field Representative.   
    Being a field man is a tough business: 
•   This is an area that covers 10 states: Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky,  
    Maryland, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and  
    Wisconsin. That’s over 2,000 AHA members both Junior and  
    Senior! 
•   The field staff are the boots on the ground for the AHA—they  
    have to get news to the members and keep the people in Kansas  
    City informed of what is happening in the field besides selling  
    advertising for the Hereford World.  
•   One thing all members should know—if you have that special  
    animal you want to sell or that special animal you are looking  
    for, one of the first people to contact is the AHA field  
    representative. John excelled at getting buyers and sellers  
    together. John’s passion was to help with marketing for the  
    small breeder.  
•   In a year’s time, John routinely showed up at 7 preview shows,  
    8 state fairs, and spent 3 weeks at national show events besides  
    his many herd visits and working countless auctions.  
 
    One of John’s major accomplished is that he spearheaded the  
inception of the “Greater Midwest Hereford Feeder Calf Sale”  
in Carthage, IL. Brent and Kris Lowderman ran with the sale at their 
Carthage Livestock Sale barn. By pooling cattle with other breeders 
at the sale into load size lots (50,000 lb), the small breeder with just 
a few head to market could get top prices without receiving a 
discount for the color of the hide or only selling a few head. I had 
the pleasure of working with John, Brent and a couple of other 
breeders on getting this sale started and it has been going strong for 
18 years! It started around 600 head and has grown to around 1800 
head. This annual sale is held the first week in January.  
    John retired from the AHA in 2021 and received the prestigious 
American Hereford Association Hall of Merit Award in 2021.  
    John has a reputation of being fair, trustworthy, high integrity and 
a great eye for cattle. I have to admit that John and I do look at cattle 
from different angles and have had discussions on what a good 
animal is. But it is okay to have different opinions, but in the end 
you have to know how to market them! 
    One thing that that John and I look at from the same angle though 
is our love for our lord, Jesus Christ, and we thank him for all the 
blessings He has given us. Thank you John for all you have done for 
the Wisconsin Hereford Association and all Hereford breeders.

John Meents is the 2025 WHA Hall of Fame Inductee.

WHA News
John Meents  Inducted into WHA Hall of Fame 

The following was written by Jerry Huth as he presented John with this presitgious award. 



HEREFORDS our only business!

Ken and Sandy: 608-434-0578 
Travis and Megan: 608-434-2843 

Jim and Veronica 
E10645 Hatchery Rd. • Baraboo, WI 53913 

Email: kenpierce254@gmail.com 
Follow us on Facebook at Pierce’s Hereford Haven 

Join us on  
August 23, 2025 

Last stop on the WHA Tour! 
Drawing for embryos and semen.

Co-owned with Coyote Ridge and Frederickson Ranch

CRR 971 LEVITATE 142

Co-owned with Coyote Ridge and Eddie Todd

CHURCHILL RED CLOUD 0376 ET

$50,000 UPS Lakota ET 
Jensen Ranch, Fawcett’s Elm Creek,  

and Mayo Ridge Ranch

Red Cloud’s Dam, 7098 
Dam of Herd Bulls

Levitate’s Dam, 8124 
Top Producer at Coyote Ridge

$29,000 JDH 121G Red Cloud 43M ET 
Delaney Herefords, Copeland Herefords 

and GKB Cattle Co.

$75,000 NJW 119E 142 Proud 35L 
2025 NWSS Reserve Grand and  
Champion Polled Yearling Bull 

NJW Polled Herefords, Buck Cattle Co.  
and Hoffman RanchSons at Auctions Average: 

17 Red Cloud’s: $18,059 
7 Levitate’s: $25,273  

Semen and certificates available 
on both proven sires!  

Contact:  
Pierce’s or Reed Enterprises
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WJHA News
8th Annual Donation Female for the WJHA 

   The Wisconsin Junior Hereford Association would like to thank 
MGM Herefords, Dr. Steve and Jann Merry family, in memory of 
Gordon Merry, for donating MGM 730 Special Leader 28K ET to 
the Wisconsin Junior Hereford Association. This young cow was 
raffled off at the 2025 State Hereford Sale.  
   Congratulations to our winners, Tucker Buchholz and Avery 
Colling! 
   Thanks to all who bought raffle tickets! We raised over $15,000 
for Junior Scholarships and educational programs.  
 
Special recognitions to our sponsors of $250 or more, including:  
Gold Sponsors $500+ 
   Larry Ormson 
   Triple J Herefords 
   Monte Schockley 
   Justin Belcher 
   Heather Clarke, HC Herefords 
 
Silver Sponsors, $250 - $499 
   Rainbow Herefords 
   Dusty Bergmann 
   Schlieckau Family  
   Windy Hills Herefords 
   Jeff & Danyelle Wiechert, Lone Oak Livestock 
 
   There were also two semen packages donated: Spaeth Farms 
donated two packages of Churchill Jack Frost 458M ET and 
Bramschreiber Hereford Farms from Michigan donated a package 
of Churchill Full Count 4223M ET. All proceeds were donated to 
the WJHA.  
   Thank you to all the operations who donated or purchased.  
The WJHA can continue to support our youth with this important 
program. 

Faces of Leadership Scholarships Available Through WJHA 
NEW FOR 2025…The Wisconsin Junior Hereford Association is 
sponsoring up to five $425 scholarships for Wisconsin Junior 
Hereford Association members to attend the Faces of Leadership 
Conference. FOL is an activity that helps juniors develop 
leadership skills and meet fellow Hereford juniors from around the 
country.  
   This year FOL will be held on July 30 – August 2 in St Louis, 
Missouri. Junior members, aged 14-21, from all parts of the 
country participate in the event each year. During the three-day 
event, close to 100 participants listen to nationally known speakers 
and participate in junior board workshops, which assist in the 
enhancement of the individual's leadership talents, communication 
skills and beef industry knowledge.  
    If you are a member of the WJHA and are interested in attending 
this year, please visit www.wisconsinherefords.org or contact BJ 
Jones at bj@wildcatcattle.com  for a scholarship application. 
Applications are due May 31, 2025. 
 
 
 
 

Winners of the WJHA Donation Female were  
Tucker Buchholz and Avery Colling.
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WHA News
2025 WHA State Sale Youth Outreach Programs Benefit Auction
   The 2025 WHA State Sale Youth Outreach Benefit Auction was held at the State Sale 
Banquet at The Cottonwood Supper Club, Fennimore, WI, on February 28, 2025. Over 
$5,700 was raised to benefit the WHA's Youth Outreach Programs.These programs 
include: WHA Scholarship, Jackpot Steer Class at the Wisconsin State Fair, County Fair 
Youth Awards, WHA Herd Building Female Grant, and the National Hereford Queen 
Award.  Thank you to all of the generous donors and purchasers of the baked goods and 
gift baskets!    
   The WHA greatly appreciates the generosity for Youth Outreach Prorams, to help 
encourage, and support the next generation of Hereford Breeders for their participation in 
the cattle industry and in building their own herds too!   
   There was a wide variety of delicious baked items to at the auction, including cookies, 
pies, cakes, and more! There were gift baskets with tasty treats, and home goods, and 
several beautiful Hereford-themed prints.   
   A very special item was a Hereford cow-calf pair print that had hung in Isabel Brown's 
kitchen, which she had wanted to donate to the auction.  Thank you to Triple J Herefords, 
the Maas Family, for their purchase of a cheesecake, vintage Hereford gift basket, 
cowhide rug, and snack mix, for a total of $1225 donated toward WHA Youth Outreach 
programs.   
   Many thanks to the Wetenkamp Family for their purchase of a Hereford-themed gift 
basket including crocheted calves, and a Yeti cooler gift backet, for a total of $950 
donated to the WHA Youth Outreach Programs. Thank you also to Point Creek Herefords, 
Oleson Family Farms, and Windy Hills Herefords with Greg Miller, for purchases totaling 
$1500 to be donated toward the WHA Youth OUtreach Programs. The WHA thanks Leo 
Santfner, Golden Maples P. H. Haven, for auctioneering the benefit auction.   
   Thank you to all that attended the banquet and participated in the auction!  It was a 
great evening of comradarie with fellow Hereford Enthusiasts and an opportunity to 
support the WHA's Youth Outreach Programs.  The WHA thanks all donors and 
purchasers for their generosity and looks forward to seeing everyone at the banquet and 
auction again next year!

Kambree Crosby of Cadott, WI with the Bergman Farms cattle at the WHA Spring Sale.  
Kambree is very talented at crochet, and crochets Hereford Cattle!  She included two 

Herefords in a Gift Basket from Bergman Farms that was sold at the Spring Sale Banquet 
Auction, to benefit the WHA's Youth Outreach Benefit Programs. You can follow Kambree 

on Facebook at "Crafts & Crochet by Kam."  

Items donated by: 
Bacon Branch Beef 

Bergman Farms 
Boettcher's Brookview Acres  

Isabel Brown 
CMA Herefords 

Crooked Creek Herefords  
Lisa Davis & White Rose Florist  

Hickory Grove Farms 
Jon-Dor Herefords 

Madison Katzenberger 
Larch Grove Farms 

MGM Polled Herefords 
Oleson Family Farm 

Pierce's Hereford Haven 
Plum River Ranch 

Don Reuter  
SNL Whitetail Farm 

Spaeth Farms 
Spruce Hill Polled Herefords  

Steiny's Herefords 
Triple J Herefords 

Wildcat Cattle Company 
Wirth Herefords 

Wisconsin River Meats 
 

Items Purchased by: 
Point Creek Herefords 

Bergman Farms 
Crooked Creek Herefords 

C & L Hereford Ranch 
Hickory Grove Farms 
Huth Polled Herefords 

Wildcat Cattle Company 
Larch Grove Farms 

Greg Miller 
Oleson Family Farm 

Otter Creek Polled Herefords  
Plum River Ranch 
Rockin J Genetics 

Schulz Polled Herefords  
SNL Whitetail Farm 
Steiny's Herefords 

MGM Polled Herefords 
Thousand Hills Polled Herefords  

Triple J Herefords 
Wetenkamp Family 

Windy Hills Herefords
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WHA News
2024 WHA Female Grant Program Summary 

Mya Bevan 

$500 Grant sponsored by the WHA Spring Sale Consignors 
   Last year, with the grant I received from the WHA, I was able to 
purchase PCH Lady Bug. She was Lot 38, consigned by Point 
Creek Herefords, Rob and Chris Ash. Soon after the sale, we hit 
the road showing with her. Lady Bug (Ellie as we call her) made 
her first trip to Pioneer Showdown, where she placed first and 
second. We then headed to Spring Preview & State Show in 
Jefferson, where she was a reserve division champion. Then off to 
Nebraska we went for the National Junior Hereford Expo where 
she continued to do well & placed fifth. Ellie made the trip to the 
Wisconsin State Fair, World Beef Expo & her final trip was to 
Oklahoma for Cattlemen’s Congress last month, where she placed 
sixth.  
   Ellie is bred to KCF Bennett Resolve and is due to calve within 
the next few weeks. This heifer has proven herself time and time 
again, showcasing her exceptional quality and potential. I'm 
excited to see how she will continue to develop and contribute to 
my herd. I'm hopeful her upcoming calf will continue the strong 
legacy she’s already started for my herd, which I intend to continue 
to grow.  Thank you for supporting the youth with this grant.  
 

Sloan Averbeck 

$500 Grant sponsored by the Wisconsin Hereford Association 
   My name is Sloan Averbeck and last year I was one of the 
recipients of the Wisconsin Hereford Association Heifer Grant. 
Through the grant, I purchased my heifer, GM Queen 14L, at the 
WHA Spring Sale, who was consigned by Golden Maples.   
   My first year showing through 4-H fueled my love for the 
Hereford breed and the desire to one day start my own herd. Queen 
has been not just the first but also the cornerstone of my herd. I 
bred her to Valor from Select Sires and am expecting her to have a 
calve around Easter weekend.  
   This past summer, I have shown her at several shows and fairs, 
where we placed in the top half of our classes. Queen has shown us 
time and time again that she absolutely loves the show life. Every 
time she sees me holding her halter she comes running towards me 
to put it on her and start walking. She soaked up every second of 
attention given to her by fairgoers. She has truly been a great 
animal to start my herd with.  
   Recently, I have bought two more heifers to expand my herd. 
My goals for my herd are to keep expanding further with registered 
Hereford cattle under my farm name Clay Creek Herefords. This 
spring, I will be graduating high school with honors and plan to 
attend UW Platteville to start my goal of becoming a Veterinarian. 
My ultimate goal is to work with embryo transplants and the 
genetic side.  
   As you can see the grant program has helped immensely with 
the start of my herd and I would like to thank you again for 
selecting me as a recipient this past year.  

Sloan Averbeck and Mya Bevan, 2024 WHA Heifer Grant Winners, 
had a display at the 2025 WHA Sale. Both winners are sincerely 
appreciative of the grants they received which helped them get 

started in the Hereford breed.

2025 WHA Female Grant Program Recipients 

   Two WJHA members were named during 
WHA Spring Sale Weekend, as 2025 
winners for the WHA Female Grant 
program.   The purpose of the grants is to 
assist WJHA youth members in purchasing 
a Hereford female to start building their 
own herd. The grants are funded by the 
Wisconsin Hereford Association, and the 
consignors of the Wisconsin Spring Sale.  
   Vincent Wetenkamp received the $500 
grant sponsored by the Wisconsin Hereford 
Association. Vincent purchased Lot 35, a 
heifer born in May 2024, PAW 601D 
JEWEL 415, consigned by PAW Livestock, 
LLC, Pleasantville, IA.   
   Chloe Wynn received the $500 grant 
sponsored by the Consignors of the 
Wisconsin Hereford Association Spring 
Sale.  Chloe purchased Lot 25, a heifer 
born in February 2024, FCCH 
DIRECTION MILLIE, consigned by 
Crooked Creek Herefords, Wonewoc, WI.   
   The Wisconsin Hereford Association congratulates Vincent and 
Chloe on their heifer purchases to build their own Hereford Herd!   

Vincent Wetenkamp

Chloe Wynn
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WHA News
2025 Wisconsin Hereford Association Spring Sale  

March 1, 2025 |  Fennimore, Wis. 
 
 
Sale Averages: 
Total Gross Live Lots (35)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$161,500 
Total Average Live Lots  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,614.29 
Total Embryos  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,800 
Average Embryos  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$600 
Total Cow-Calf Pairs (4)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$23,350 
Average Cow-calf Pairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,837.50 
Total Bred Heifers (7) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$34,000 
Average Bred Heifers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,864.29 
Total Open Heifers (15)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$64,800 
Average Open Heifers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,320 
  
High Selling Embryos: 
Lot 2: H WMS Thomas Country 1443 ET x PRR EK Sequin 623L 
ET.  Consigned by Plum River Ranch of Monroe, WI.  Sold to 
Joshua Peetz of Eleva, WI $1800 
 
High Selling Cow-calf pair: 
Lot 11: MGM Vanguard Gem 14L an April 2023 daughter of 
Birdwell Vanguard 5022 9337 with a bull calf by JW 1857 Merit 
21134.  Consigned by MGM Herefords of Hartford, WI. Sold to 
Garrett Dobson of Rensselear, IN $10,000 
 
High Selling Bred Heifers: 
Lot 13: PRR Willow 2L a May 2023 Daughter of K Rustic 711 ET.  
Consigned by Plum River Ranch of Pearl City, IL. Sold to Calsyn 
Herefords of Mt Carroll, IL $6,000 
Lot 14: DBS G060 Luann C12 L32 a May 2023 daughter of Huth 
A025 Victor 33Z G060.  Consigned by Schulz Polled Herefords of 
Iron Ridge, WI.  Sold to Elizabeth Olson of Wayland, IA $6,000 
 
High Selling Open Heifer: 
Lot 33A: PHH 025 Pearl 480 ET an April daughter of KJ 753D 
Tomahawk 605K ET.  Consigned by Pierce’s Hereford Haven of 
Baraboo, WI.  Sold to Sienna Bengtson of Roberts, WI $6,500. 
Lot 33B: PHH 025 Pearl 483 ET a May daughter of KJ 753D 
Tomahawk 605K ET.  Consigned by Pierce’s Hereford Haven of 
Baraboo, WI.  Sold to K&J Herefords of Spring Green, WI $5,500 
 
High Selling Bull: 
Lot 41: MGM Vanguard Sensation 24L an August 2023 son of 
Birdwell Vanguard 5022 9337.  Consigned by MGM Herefords of 
Hartford, WI. Sold to Bergman Farms of Augusta, WI $6500 
 
Cattle sold to WI, IL, IA, MN and IN. 
 
 

Offering bulls and females year around 
Call: (507)722-6318 

Email: jondorherefords82@gmail.com 
—  Rushford, MN  —

JonDor Herefords  
and  

Rockn J Genetics 
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H FHF RITA 8444 ET 
Embryos available from multiple donors with 
matings to American Classic, Profit, Genesis, 
Majestic and Oshoto.

Glenless 69H Eclipse 38M

Churchill Jack Frost 458M ET 
#44567107  •  Calved: 1/11/2024 
$100 conventional • $150 sexed semen  
Call for package pricing! 
CE 7.3   BW  -0.4  WW 61  YW 95  DMI 0.7  SC 1.3   

SCF 25.7  MM 32  MG 64  MCE 8.1  MCW 70  

UDDR 1.50  TEAT 1.50  CW 95  FAT 0.072  REA 1.07   

MARB 0.72  BMI$ 549  BII$ 573  CHB$ 197

Cattle Available  
For Private Treaty Sales 

20 OPEN HEIFERS AVAILABLE 
Many to top A.I. Sires 

YEARLING BULLS FOR SALE 

 
 
 
 

Josh and Amy Spaeth 
2515 250th Street  |  Cadott, WI 54727 
715-289-4098  |  Cell: 715-313-0075 

spaethherefords@gmail.com 
spaethfarms.com

FHF ILR D287 Rita 9K ET

Introducing…
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Hello Wisconsin Hereford Breeders,  
  My name is Morgan Firlus, and I am ecstatic to be serving as your 2025 Wisconsin Hereford 
Queen! I am from Wonewoc, Wisconsin, which is where my love for Hereford cattle began. 
Alongside my parents, Scott and Kelly Firlus, and my brother Dawson, I’ve grown up raising and 
showing Herefords as part of our family operation—Crooked Creek Herefords. At Crooked Creek, 
we’re passionate about raising top-quality females that shine both in the show ring and in real 
world production. We will be highlighting our operation this August as one of the stops on the 
WHA Central Wisconsin Tour! 
  The Wisconsin Hereford Association (WHA) and Wisconsin Junior Hereford Association 
(WJHA) have had a tremendous impact on my life. From the moment I became involved, I’ve felt 
welcomed and supported. I’m so grateful for the incredible opportunities provided to youth in the 
Hereford community. Over the years, I’ve had the privilege of attending the Junior National 
Hereford Expo for eight years, where I’ve not only exhibited cattle but also competed in events like 
Livestock Judging and Extemporaneous Speaking. 
  Since becoming a WJHA member in 2016, I’ve actively participated in events such as the 
Preview Show, Wisconsin State Fair, World Beef Expo, and many more. I was also honored to 
serve as a Hereford Princess, a role that allowed me to meet many WHA breeders and proudly 
represent the association at various events across the state. 
   This May, I’ll be wrapping up my freshman year at Kansas State University, where I’m majoring 
in Animal Science with a minor in Agricultural Communications. I’m passionate about sharing the 
story of agriculture and plan to pursue a career where I can advocate for our industry and educate 
consumers about agriculture’s vital role in their daily lives. On campus, I’m involved in Block and 
Bridle and serve as a College of Agriculture Ambassador—one of my favorite ways to help recruit 
future Wildcats to the college of ag! 
   I am incredibly excited to embrace this opportunity as your queen. I can’t wait to connect with 
many of you throughout the year, represent this amazing breed, and continue learning through the 
conversations and connections we’ll share. Here’s to an unforgettable year ahead! 

Morgan Firlus 
2025 Wisconsin  
Hereford Queen

Queen Corner By Morgan Firlus, 2025 Wisconsin Hereford Queen

Meet the 2025 WHA Royalty…
   This year we have two Sweethearts, two 
Princesses and a Queen. We are excited for 2025 
and the activities and events the Royalty will attend 
and participate in.   
Sweetheart Amari Edge…Hi, I’m Amari Edge. I’m 
from Fennimore, WI and our farm is Larch Grove 
Farms. I like the Royalty program because I love 
learning about the Hereford breed and helping 
others.The Hereford breed is my favorite because 
they are very nice and look beautiful.  
Sweetheart Liberty Wetenkamp…My name is 
Liberty Wetenkamp, and I am from Manitowoc, 
WI. I enjoy being in the Royalty program as the 
Hereford Sweetheart because I get to meet a lot of 
new people. I like the Hereford breed because the 
cattle have great attitudes, and the association is so 
welcoming. 
 

Princess Allison Bartlett…My name is Allison 
Bartlett, I am from Menomonie, WI. I have been 
involved in the Royalty program for the last few 
years. I have met new friends and great people 
through the Royalty program. The Hereford breed 
has always been a favorite of mine due to their 
gentle nature, great maternal instinct.   
 
Princess Tessa Smith…My name is Tessa Smith, 
and this is my 9th year showing Hereford cattle. I 
am from Hubertus, WI, and I joined the Royalty 
program this year as a princess. After two years of 
serving on the junior board, my love for the 
Hereford breed has only grown and I wanted to be 
able to better get to know the younger members 
through the Royalty program. The Hereford breed 
has been so kind to me and I’m grateful to be able 
to help give back as a Wisconsin Hereford princess 
this year.

Left to right: 
Liberty Wetenkamp, 
Amari Edge, Allison 

Bartlett and Tessa Smith
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Butch & Maryellen Cell: (715) 828-7271 • Brandon Cell: (715) 533-2470 
E-mail: cmboettcher @centurytel.net  www.brookviewacres.com

Outstanding yearling herd bull prospects for sale.   

3  These bulls are fertility tested with performance records and great dispositions.   

3  These February-born bulls are bred to be safe on heifers but are big framed 
       to reach cows.   

3  Sires represented: JDH AH Prominent 21G, NJW Ridge 254G,  
       Churchill Kindom and Boyd Blueprint.   
Mark your calendars and join us for the Cattleman's Delight Sale  
in Black River Falls on October 4th. Watch for our offering of  
outstanding bred females and select spring heifer calves. 

 Garrett Dobson of Rensselaer, IN  
and Greg Miller of Fennimore, WI for  

purchasing our open heifers in the  
2025 WHA Spring Sale!.

Thank You…
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Gary C. Reinke 

June 29, 1942  -  February 18, 2025 

   Gary Charles Reinke, 82 years old, 
died on February 18, 2025, with his 
family at his side in Watertown, WI at 
Marquardt Village Nursing Home and 
Hospice care. 
   Gary was born on June 29, 1942 to 
Gilbert and Esther Reinke in 
Milwaukee, WI. He was baptized in 
the Lord on July 26, 1942. His parents owned and operated a 
greenhouse and flower shop in West Allis, WI where Gary was 
often found helping the family business. In preparation of 
Christmas at the flower shop, he took great pleasure in “flocking” 
Christmas trees which also generated extra spending money. 
   He attended Jordan Lutheran Elementary School. In 1960, he 
was a member of the first graduating class at Wisconsin Lutheran 
High School before attending UW-Milwaukee, where he received 
his Bachelor’s Degree in Education. 
   Gary Reinke married his high school sweetheart and the love 
of his life, Marilynn, on June 27, 1964. In the fall of 1964, he 
began his 43 year career at “Wisco”, his alma-mater, teaching 
sociology, economics, US history while coaching football for 25 
years. There he was well known for his “EZ little quizzes,” quips 
with Lance, passion for coaching and infamous description of a 
Gilles hot fudge sundae. 
   Gary and Marilynn have been married over 60 years and made 
a wonderful life in Johnson Creek, WI where they purchased their 
home and farm in 1968. It was there they proudly raised their 
four children and Polled Hereford cattle. Gary would travel over 
40 miles one-way for 43 years to teach and coach at WISCO. 
   Throughout the years, Gary was known for his honesty, 
integrity, and willingness to get breeders started with Registered 
Polled Hereford Cattle. Gary and Marilynn were members of the 
Wisconsin Polled Hereford Association. He served in various 
leadership positions and later was honored in the association’s 
Hall of Fame. He enjoyed watching his children and 
grandchildren raise cattle and show in the Jefferson County Fair 
and Wisconsin State Fair. Gary is survived by Marilynn, his 
loving wife, his four children, and 10 grandchildren. His 
Daughter, Rachelanne (Roger) Dobson, Annah and Connor; Son, 
Matthew (Laura) Reinke, Samantha, Joshua and Daniel; Son, 
David (Kristina) Reinke, Megan, Alyssa and Alex; Son, Nathan 
(Olivia) Reinke, Levi and Theodore. 
    Memorials have been established for Wisconsin Lutheran 
High School, Wisconsin Hereford Association – Jr. Scholarship 
Program, and St. John’s Lutheran.  
 
 
 

Sylvia L. Baker 

June 29, 1935 - April 8, 2025 

   Sylvia L. Baker age 89 of Elkhorn, 
WI died peacefully at home on April 
8, 2025 with her loving husband, and 
her children by her side. Born on June 
29, 1935 in Elkhorn, WI; she was the 
daughter of the late Earl and Bernice 
(Cole) Robinson. She spent much of 
her childhood outdoors, helping her 
father with the farm chores and fieldwork. She learned much 
about the importance of hard work from him; her mother instilled 
the importance of keeping a happy and healthy home; Sylvia 
molded those life lessons into the person she became; and taught 
those lessons as generations went on. As a child, Sylvia became 
very involved with 4-H, she took on many projects over the years 
and stayed involved as a project leader, county adult leader’s 
president, and LaGrange 4-H general leader, continuing her 
involvement for over 50 years.  
   On June 10, 1955, Sylvia married Paul Baker at LaGrange 
United Methodist Church. Together Sylvia and Paul started 
building their herd of Registered Polled Herefords, and were 
inducted into the WI Hereford Association Hall of Fame in 2005 
and as Honorary Walworth County Fair Marshals in 1998. The 
Herefords are still on the farm today; and visible from the kitchen 
window. Sylvia, Mrs. Baker, was proud of her “Tibbets kids” 
working as a secretary and aide for 30 years with the Elkhorn 
Area School District. 
   Together Sylvia and Paul raised their family on the farm next 
door to where Sylvia grew up. They have spent many years 
creating memories with their children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren, including hosting the family Thanksgiving for 70 
consecutive years. Sylvia is survived by her husband; Paul; 
children; Robert (Jan) Baker, Michael Baker, Beverlee (Edward 
Wieners) Baker; grandchildren; Michelle (Doug) Britzke, Nicole 
(Eric) Jensen, Erin (John) Sukala, Dustin (Irina) Baker, Dana 
(Ryan Przybylski) Wieners, Megan Wieners, Maura (Carl 
Nindorf) Wieners, Jenny (Ron Swenson) Justus, Chris (Ed) 
Smiley, Elizabeth Bell; great-grandchildren; Landon & Jackson 
Britzke, Logan & Noelle Jensen, Dylan & Trevor Sukala, Levi & 
Lily Nindorf, Emma, Isabelle, & Audrey Smiley, Adrianna, 
Alexus, Amaya, & Austin Bell; great-great grandson; Liam 
Bennett; sister-in-law’s; Jean (Harold) Kaeding, Donna Baker, 
and Mary Baker. 
   She is preceded in death by her parents; Earl and Bernice; 
sister; Alyce (Gordon) Smith; brother-in-law’s; Russell & David 
Baker; in-law’s; William & Ellen Baker; and great-
granddaughter; Scarlett Jensen.  
   Sylvia’s family has asked that in her honor, you take the time 
to donate blood, or feel free to donate to a charity of your choice 
in Sylvia’s name.   

Member News
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The Gathering - Where women meet as 

strangers and leave like sisters. 
   Hosted at the exclusive and private Hi Point Ranch, the 
NHW invites you to connect with rural-rooted women with a 
passion to learn, make connections, relax and invest in 
themselves.   
   Recently awarded a Ranch House Designs top start-up 
event, this event offers: 
•   Speakers and interactive sessions moderated by Tarleton  
   State University staff 
•   2-nights lodging with exquisite food and drinks 
•   CHB beef cooking session 
•   GKB Ranch tour & steak fry 
•   Breakout sessions, round tables, and panel discussions 
•   Limited occupancy event  
   All ladies 21 years of age are invited! If you have a passion 
for cattle, rural topics, cooking, building community and just 
want a getaway to relax and meet new women, this is your 
event! 
 

Registration available May 1, 2025 at www.herefordwomen.com 
$250 – Early bird registration until June 1 
$300 – Registration June 2 – August 15 

($20 discount when registering at JNHE) 
$350 – August 16 - September 12
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Hereford Boldly Builds Leaders 

   National Junior Hereford Association (NJHA) members built 
foundational leadership skills and industry connections during the 
Building On Leadership Development (BOLD) conference in 
Desdemona, Texas, April 3-6. 
   In a quest to build a pipeline of leaders, the American Hereford 
Association and Hereford Youth Foundation of America work 
together to provide tools for junior members. BOLD is quickly 
becoming an important tool in the box for leadership 
development. 
   “Building these connections through these speakers and 
industry professionals to launch you into your future is 
incredible,” says Rylie Meinhardt, an attendee from Wamego, 
Kan. “You get to ask personal questions that you might be 
hesitant to ask. But these industry leaders are so personable and 
care so much about encouraging our youth that they’re willing to 
answer any and all questions you have.” 
   The BOLD conference focuses on improving personal 
leadership, providing career opportunities and cultivating life-
long relationships. Each year, 20 college-aged NJHA members 
are selected from across the country to attend the conference 
through an application process. 
   Gary and Kathy Buchholz, GKB Cattle, graciously hosted 
BOLD at their Hi Point Ranch. Speakers, such as Cheryl 
Mitchell, dairy farmer’s daughter turned speaker and farm legacy 
facilitator, and world champion rodeo athlete, Tyson Durfey, 
highlighted the event. Attendees participated in a variety of 
leadership and career-building activities, including resume 
writing and mock job interviews. The NJHA junior board led 
leadership workshops and professionals from GKB Cattle, 
Priefert, BioZyme Inc., and the American Hereford Association 
offered advice during a career panel. 
   Through these events young people received personalized 
feedback on their resumes and leadership styles, while forging 
valuable industry connections to continue these important 
conversations about leadership and agricultural careers after the 
conference. These industry leaders and mentors challenged young 
people to look toward the future and make clear goals based on 
their passion. 
   In the closing session, Tyler Norvell, executive director of the 
Oklahoma Youth Expo and Cattlemen’s Congress, posed the 
question, “What mindset do you choose to have and what’s your 
‘why?’” Norvell reminded BOLD participants that true 
leadership stretches beyond personal career goals, as the 
agricultural industry needs advocates. “We don’t have to fight for 
our livelihoods; we have to fight to feed people. It matters. We 
have to continue to tell that story.” 
   The WJHA encourages its members to take full advantage of 
conferences like BOLD to gain knowledge and learn from some 
of the best leaders in the industry. 

WJHA News
H Embroidered Caps H  

Special Price: 12 caps for $15/each 
 

H Patch Hats H 

A patch with your fam logo attached to the hat. 
Patch can be embroidered or leather. Minimum 

order of 25 hats. These are the HOT item right now! 
 

H Jackets, Vests, Hoodies H  
Call to discuss all options.  

We can design a logo for you if you don’t have one!  

Bruce: (715) 570-2037  •  Cheryl: (715) 570-4889

J&J Polled Herefords 
Kim & Herb Johnson 
5891 E. Waterford Rd. 
Hartford, WI 53027 
262-573-4019 
kkjohnson19@hotmail.com

Over 25 years producing quality  
registered Herefords!

Breeding to produce sound, functional,  
maternally strong cattle that will work for you! 
Visitors welcome and seedstock always for sale! 

 
Like us on Facebook for current happenings!
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Greetings Everyone, 
   It is baffling to think we are over four months into the year – calving season is almost wrapped up, 
many are deep into breeding, sale season is in the short rows, and junior activities as well as herd visits 
are kicking into full swing shortly. There never seems to be a slow period, so we embrace the workload 
and press forward! 
   With the impending time of year upcoming when many of us will wean, register, genomic test, and 
report other data as well, I will offer a friendly reminder to think about during this period: the earlier, 
the better! The earlier you register, the more money you save; the earlier you order genomic tests, the 
more money you save. For example, a test including basic profile, parentage verification, genomically 
enhanced EPD’s, and genetic abnormalities (including DB and MD) ordered from 0-6 months old is 
$43, while the same test ordered at 12 months of age or older is $73. Multiplied over a calf crop of 15 
or more, the savings become substantial and it’s easy to recognize the advantage of tackling these items 
as quickly as possible. Additionally, earlier submissions of genomic tests allow the best opportunity to 
meet deadlines for sales, shows, etc. while also leaving time for addressing any potential challenges 
that arise (parentage issues, bad/contaminated samples, and more). We at the AHA recommend you 
submit tests at least six weeks prior to needing the results; sometimes more, sometimes less. Again, 
earlier is always better.  
   If you have any questions regarding the genomic testing process or other matters, please feel free to 
reach out to me. I look forward to seeing many of you at various events in the coming months. 

By: Corbin Cowles 
AHA Territory 5 

Field Staff 
270-991-2534 

ccowles@hereford.org 

From the Field
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Market Place
FOR SALE… Polled Hereford Bulls. One born September 2023.  
Others born April to June 2024. Good calving ease and 
growth. Will be tested for breeding soundness in early May.  
Buy now and for a deposit we will hold until needed. Can be 
registered and delivery available.  Contact: Whiskey Run 
Farms LLC / Hank: 608-235-9417. 
 
FOR SALE… Yearling Heifers. Contact: Plum River Ranch /  
Eric: 608-214-1154 
 
FOR SALE…  Embryos available sired by Winchester, Copper 
Candi, Playmaker. Contact: Plum River Ranch /  
Eric: 608-214-1154 

2025 Ad Rates 
Full Page:  $355  •  1/2 Page:  $195  •  1/4 Page:  $120  

2025 Ad Deadlines 
July 18, 2025 - Mail Date: Aug. 8, 2025 

November 14, 2025 - Mail Date: December 5, 2025

Beef Lunch 
Submitted by Victoria Kypke,  

in memory of her Grandmother, Mary Ann Miller. 
(This recipe is from Mary Ann’s mother, Mary (Hopkins) Kennedy.  Jim and Mary Ann 
Miller, Mari Mill Farm, received the WHA Hall of Fame Award in 2011.  Victoria and 

her family are members of the WHA.  The Kypke’s of Loganville, WI are the 
“Wisconsin Division” of K7 Herefords, Lockridge, IA.)  

1 lb. ground Beef 
1 Can Vegetable Beef Soup 

1 Can Milk 
¼ C. Flour  

Brown Ground Beef.  Stir in ¼ c. flour.  Add Can of Vegetable Beef 
Soup – undiluted.  Add milk.  Cook on medium-low heat til thick.  
Serve over mashed potatoes or toast.  Wonderful way of filling up 

and stretching a meal for a family.  

“HALL OF FAMEOUS” 
BEEF RECIPES

Wisconsin Hereford Association 
Membership Form  

 
Farm Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Owner Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Telephone___________________________________________________  Cell: _________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
City__________________________________________________________ State and Zip__________________________________________ 
 
Email: _______________________________________________________ Website: _____________________________________________ 
 
Herd Information__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Annual Dues: $50  
(Includes free listing in WHA Website Member Directory and WHA Memberhsip Director; subscription to  

The Wisconsin Review and Free Listings in the Wisconsin Review Market Place Section) 
 

Mail Form and check payable to WHA:  Lisa Davis, WHA Secretary • P.O. Box 232 • Plain, WI 53577 
Questions? Please email WHA Secretary at secretarywihereford@gmail.com 
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W8838 Richards Rd. • Poynette, WI 53955 
Kermit’s Cell: (608) 445-1279 

rhinerpolledherefords@yahoo.com

W1018 SPRING PRAIRIE RD. 
BURLINGTON, WI 53105  

CLININGER@WI.RR.COM

Hillside Oaks Farm 
— Plain, WI —  

 
 
 

Paul & Lisa Davis: pldavis0325@gmail.com 
608-697-3597  •  608-697-9633

Douglas, Rebecca, Abby and Emily Schulz 
W3472 Wildcat Rd., Iron Ridge, WI 53035 

Doug: (262) 224-7185 • Emily: (262) 397-5275

P R O G R E S S I V E  B R E E D E R S

Josh, Kelly, Hannah and Ryan Oleson 
1169 18th Dr. • Arkdale, WI 54613 • 608-547-0430 

Email: 20oleson@gmail.com • Facebook: Oleson Family Farm
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Kevin L. Stork 

715.381-3770 
kevinlstork@gmail.com 

 

1569 Co. Rd. A 
New Richmond, WI 

54017 

Visitors Always Welcome!

Dan Irwin: (815) 266-1300 
1709 Summit Drive • Stockton, IL 61085 

Located four miles west of  Stockton, Illinois off  U.S. Hwy. 20

N8804 Highview Road • Ixonia, WI 53036 
920-262-1507 

 peterspolledherefords@gmail.com 
Follow us on Facebook!

P R O G R E S S I V E  B R E E D E R S

Jeff and Jenny White 
E3057 550th Ave. 

Menomonie, WI 54751 
 

Jeff: 715-556-0526 
Jenny: 715-308-4949 

Email: 
jwins@wwt.net

Kari and Jim Renn 
4207 Campbell Trail  •  Hartland, WI 53029 

Jim Cell: 414-217-7366  •  Kari Cell: 414-614-4537 
karirenn@sbcglobal.net



MGM Vanguard Sensation 24L  
High Selling Bull, 2025 WHA Spring Sale 

Thank you Bergman Farms, Augusta, Wis.

MGM Vanguard Gem 14L   
High Selling Female, 2025 WHA Spring Sale 
Thank you Garrett Dobson, Rensselear, Ind.

VANGUARD PROGENY Continue To EXCEL!
HIS CALVES HAVE TOPPED 13 SALES IN 5 STATES including 4 TIMES IN WISCONSIN! 

This year both the HIGH SELLING BULL and HIGH SELLING FEMALE in the WHA Sale were sired by VANGUARD.

Steve, Jann & Matt Merry 
Steve: 414-881-5274 

Email: drstevemerry23@gmail.com 
www.mgmpolledherefords.com

Congratulations Avery Colling & Tucker Buchholz! 
Winners of the WJHA donation female… 

MGM 730 Special Leader 28K ET 
Thank you for all those that donated                                
Nearly $13,000 raised for the Juniors!

 VANGUARD is in the TOP 5 CARCASS BULLS 
in the 2024 Olson Ranch NSRP and two of his sons are in the  

TOP  5 CARCASS and FEED divisions of the 2025 NSRP.  
 THE BEST PART IS THE DAUGHTERS JUST COMING INTO PRODUCTION 

We have many Vanguard daughters available!  
MGM DAMS have produced the 1st or 2nd HIGH SELLING WHA BULLS in 21 of the last 23 years! 

This year both the 1st and 2nd high selling bulls are from MGM dams.



— Hubertus, Wisconsin —

Genetic Opportunities Available! 
Calves for sale private treaty beginning 9/15/2025  

The Smith Family 
Eric, Allison, Tessa, Makenna, Austin and Killian 

Richard Heath, III • Herdsman 
Eric: (262) 719-6902 • Richard: (603) 733-8129


